(except for the null root basepf 'do; thing', which is used when 
the primary meaning is to be designated by a postbase), (2) 
postbases, morphemes that vary in productivity that immedi- 
ately follow tiieir root and specify lexical derivational infor- 
mation (3) endings, inflectional grammatical suffixes; and (4) 
enclitics, attachiiig to full grammatical words at the boundary 
of flie last inflectional grammatical suffix: 



Base (Root) 


Pdslbase 
(Derivational) 


Ending 
(Inflectional) 


=Enclitic 



cali-vkar-a-a=gguq (orthographically: calivkaraa-gguq) 

WOrk-let/allOW-TRANS.INDIC=3s/3s=HRSY 
BASE-FOSTBASE-ENDING-ENDING-CUnC 

'He is supposedly allowing her to work.' 



Basic Morphology 

Yup'ik Eskimo is a suffixing polysynthetic language and one 
of the most morphologically complex languages in the world 
today. Words fall into two main categories (1) uninflectable 
words including interjections, connectives, adverbial particles, 
and enclitics and (2) inflectable words, which include all nouns 
and verbs. Productive morphemes occurring in inflected words 
are exclusively suffixing, and are divided into four morpheme 
types: (1) the base, which carries most of the lexical meaning 



kelipar-tur-tu-q (orthographically: keliparturtuq) 
bread-eat-iNTRANS.iNDic-3s 

BASE'POSTBASE-ENDtNG'ENDING 

*He is eating bread.' 

The number of primary Yup'ik bases is quite small. Miyaoka 
(1997) gives the figure of an upper limit of 2,000. Postbases 
number about 400, and together with the primary bases can 
contribute to an impressive lexicon. Examples of words (many 
of them lexicalized) that include at least one postbase include 
agayu'lir-ta (pray-much-AGENx) 'priesV, teng-suun (fly-device) 
'airplane', iUtavig-kaq (place.to.stay-future.N) 'future place to 
st2iy\neqerrlug'kuaq (dried.fish-leftover) 'leftover dried fish', 
nuna-kuar-cuun (land-go.by.way.of-device) 'automobile', 
qimugte-linraq (dog-product.of) 'dog feces; dog track', w^/er- 
naq (fart-CAUSAXivE) 'bean', tuntute-nqigt-uq (catch.caribou- 
do.again-3siNTR.iND) 'he catches caribou again', andnuf -vialuk 
(gun-worthless) 'beat-up old gun'. 

Nominal Morphology. Yup'ik nouns may consist of a single 
root, or a root with inflectional endings indicating number, 
possession, and/or case. There are three degress of number in 
Yup'ik, singular, dual, and plural: paluqtaq 'one beaver', 
paluqtak 'two beavers', pa/w^raf 'more than two beavers'. In 
some nouns, number may function to lexicalize an entity: ucuk 
'penis, singular genitalia' vs. ucuuk 'vagina, dual genitalia'. 

Yup'ik has seven cases, two core (grammatical) cases, and 
five oblique cases. The granmiatical cases are the relative 
(ergative), used to indicate possession or the agent of a transi- 
tive verb, and the unmarked absolutive case, which encompasses 
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subjects of intransitive verbs and objects of transitive verbs. 

The oblique cases are (1) localis, indicating location and 
sometimes time; (2) ablative-modalis, indicating the place or 
time from which an actioti is taking place, or an extra referent 
not core to the verb; (3) allative (terminalis), indicating the 
direction, place or time toward which an action takes place; 
(4) vialis (translocative), indicating the route or instrument of 
a verbal action, or part of a while; and (5) equalitative, used to 
show equivalence or express comparison or similarities be- 
tween two referents: 

Relative (ergative) and Absolutive cases: 
arnassaaga-m tang'aurluq qavar-cit-a-a 
old.woman-REL bqycABS sleep-CAUS-iNDic.TRANS-3s/3s 
*The old woman is putting the boy to sleep.' 

arnassaagaq qavaMu-q, 
old.woman.ABS sleep-iNDic.iNTRANS-3s 
'The old woman is sleeping. ' 

Ablative modalis case: 
napa-mek 
tree-ABL 
'(after filling the bucket, he climbed down) from the tree.' 

Localis case: 
marulussaagagtellriik utia-qellriik ena-cuar-mi 
grandparent&chijd live-REOP.DUAL house-small-LOCAUs 
*A grandparent and gra|idchild living together in a small 
house.' 



Allative/terminalis case: 
Aya-llini'lria ataam, 

Ieave-EVIDENT-INTR.PARTICI^AL PART 

'So he left to Mamterilleq village.' 



Mamterriller-mun 
villagejiame-ALLATivE 



Vialis (Translocative) case: 
Kuig'kun anelrare-lria .. 
river-viAL go.dowiiriv^r-iNTR.PARTiciPiAL 
'He went by river.' 



Equaliiivf case: 
una mikta-u-q 
this small-iNTR.iNDic-3s 
'This is as small as that' 



tau'tun. 
that-EQ 



The case endings for unpossessed nouns are summarized 
below: 



Case 


Singular 


Dual 


Plural 


Absolutive 


_ 


-k 


-t 


jRelative -m 


-m 


-k 


-^.t 


Locative -ni 


-mi 


-gni 


-ni 


Allative -nun 


-mun 


-gnun 


-nun 


Ablative -nejc 


-mek 


-gnek 


-nek 


Vialis -kun 


-kun 


-gkun 


-tgun 


Equalis^tun 


-tun 


-gtun 


-ttun 



Possession is expressed with transitive endings: ila-nka (rela- 
tive-ls/3p) 'my relatiyes'. Table 3 includes information for 
absolutive and relative nouns only; localis, vialis, and equalis 
possession are not given. The variants given in the table re- 
flect allomorphy, aUomorphs starting with fricatives are used 
with vowel-ending basea only, while the allomorphs begin- 
ning in stops may be used with botii, although they were origi- 
nally only used with consonant-ending bases. The conventions 
of Jacobson (1984) used before the suffixes to capture 
morphophonemic processes are as follows: (+) suffix keeps 
final OHisonants of bases, (-) suflRx drops final consonants from 
bases, (*-) sirffix drops final e from bases, (%) suffix keeps 
'strong' final consonants such as g or r preceded by e or end- 
ing in a base of Ibe form C Wr-, (:) suffix drops voiced velar 
continuants if they occur between single vowels of which at 
least the first is prime, (@) suffix affects the r, dropped from 
bases ending in te, ( — ) base drops both the final consonant 
and the vowel pr^^ecKng it when in contact with the suffix. 

Some of the derivational postbases used with nominal roots 
include: ssaar 'to hunt N', -ngqerr 'to have N', -lleq 'former 
N^ -//- 'make N', -/^Mijr 'old broken N', +qlikacaaraq 'one 
that is farthest in the area denoted by N', -rpallar- 'to make 
the sound of N', and -vaarrluk 'huge N'. 



Table 3: Absolutive and Relative Nouns 



Number of 
Possessor 


Absolutive Case 


Relative Case 


Number oi 


'Possessed 


Unpossessed 


- 


%t 


%k 


%m 


%t 


%k 


3rd person sg^ 

plur^ 

dual 


:(ng)a 
:(ng)at 
:(ng)ak 


:(ng)i 
:(ng)it 
-kek 


%k 

%gket 

%gkek 


:(ng)an 
:(ng)ata 
:(ng)agnek 


:(ng)in 
:(ng)ita 
-kenka 


%gken 
%gketa 
%gkenka 


1st person sg. 

plural 

dual 


-ka 

+vut/put 

+vuk/puk 


%nka 

-put 

-puk 


%gka 

%gput 

%gpuk 


-ma 

-mta 

-megnuk 


%gma 

%gemta 

%gmegnuk 


2nd person sg. 
plural 
dud 


%n 

+si/ci 

+sek/tek 


-t^ 

K;i 

-tek 


%gken 

%gci 

%gtek 


-vet/+pet 

-vci/+peci 

-vtek/+petek 


%gpet 

%gpeci 

%gpetek 


3rd Refl person sg. 
plural 
dual 


-ni 

+seng/teng 

+sek/tek 


-ni 

-teng 

-tek 


%gni 

%gteng 

%gtek 


-mi 
-meng 
-mek 


%gmi 

%gmeng 

%gmek 
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Verbal Morphology. Yup'ik verbs consist of a toot and an 
inflectional ending that encodes mood, transitivity, and jp^- 
son. There are six moods in Yup'ik, four indepc»ident m(K)ds 
used as mam-clause predicates (indicative, interrc^tive, par- 
ticipial and optative), and the dependent mo^ds {eight connec- 
tive and one suboixiinative), usually used in subordinate clauses. 

There are four persons distinguished on the verb: first, sec- 
ond, third, and reflexive third person, and tiiree numbers dis- 
tinguished for person: singular, dual, and plural. Reflexive third 
person only appears in the dependent moods^ as it refers to the 
subject of the main clause. 

Personal endings of intransitive verbs are found in Table 4. 
Allomorphy is fully explained in Jacobson { 1984). 

Transitive-mood affixes are given in Tj^te 5, personal end- 
ings following the mood affixes are not shown. 

A full transitive paradigm is shown in Table 6 for indicative 
verbs, verbs expressing a straight statement of an event or state. 



All personal indicative endings stsirting with pe- are stem re- 
taining i+pe^.m morphophonemic notation), and m- endings 
are stem dropping (-m...). 

TTie interrogative mood is used for Varbs in information ques- 
ticins. It is not used for polar (yes/no) questions with the yes/ 
no questicMi enclitic ^aa. The transitive paradigm is given in 
Table 7 on t)ie next page. 

Verbs in the participial mood (mtoked -/na for intransitives 
or — ifee- for transitives + the sp^ific personal participial end- 
ings) express potential predications with less expressive force 
(WSyaoka 1997: 340), e.g., mikeUguq kitur-lria (child pass- 
PART.INTO) *a child (who) passes by \ Nonpredicative participials 
are nominal in nature. The optative ittTOd expresses wishes or 
requests, e.g., Pasgesgu *Would you (please) take some food 
to him?' 

The eight ccMinective moods includfe: contranporative 1 CSvh«i" 
in thepast), contemporative2 ("while")* contemporative 3 ("si- 







Table 4: Personal Endings of Intransitive Verbs 






Person 


Indicative 


InterrogiUive 


Optative 


Subordinative 


Participial 


3rdsg 

plural 

dual 


+'(g/ 
t)u 


g 
t 
k 


+'(g/ 
t)a. 


t 
k 


@t-U- 


t 
k 


@+-lu- 


ni 

teng 

tek 


-hia/ 
@-l-ngur 


t 
k 


Istsg 

plural 

dual 


:nga 

kut 

kuk 


Mt)si 

@ce- 
@ce- 


a 
ta 
nuk 


+^lii 
%lta 
@+-luk 


:nga 

ta 

nuk 


nga 
kut 
ktik 


2ndsg 

plural 

dual 


ten 

ci 

tek 


+-(t)si 

@ce. 

@ce- 


t 

ci 

tek 


@- 


-/(g)i/ 
@u 


ten 

ci 

tek 


ten 

ci 

,tek 



Table 5: Transitive Mood Affixes 



Person 


Indicative 


Interrogative 


Optative 


Subordinative 


Participial 


3rd person sg 

plural 

dual 


+'(g)a- 


+'(g)a- 


-i-li 


@+-lu- 


--ke- 


1st person sg 

plural 

dual 


+'(g)ar- 


' +^(t)si 


+-la- 


2nd person sg 

plural 

dual 


Mt)si- 

@+ce- 

@+ce- 


@+ 







Table 6: Transitive Paradigm for Indicative Verbs 






Agent 


Person of Object | 


3rd Permit 


1st Person 


2tod Person 


sg 


plural 


dual 


sg 


plural 


dual 


sg 


plural 


dual 


3rdsg 

pl 
dual 


+'(g)a- 


a 
at 
ak 


i 

it 

kek 


k 

gket 

gkek 


anga 
itioit 
agkut 


akut 
itkut 
agkuk 


akuk 
iticuk 
agkuk 


aten 

atgen 

agten 


aci 

iceci 

agten 


atek 

icetek 

agtek 


Istsg 

pl 

dual 


+'(g)ar- 


-ka 

+put 

+puk 


%nka 

-put 

-puk 


%gka 

%gput 

%gpwk 




mken 

mteggen 

megten 


mci 

inceci 

megci 


mtek 

mcetek 

megtek 


2ndsg 

pl 
dual 


%n 
+ci 
+tek 


-ten 

-ci 

-tek 


%gken 
%gtek 


penga 

pecia 

petegnga 


pekuk 

pecikut 

petegkuk 


pekuk 

pecikuk 

petegkuk 
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Table 7: Transitive Paradigm for Interrogative Verbs 



Agent 


Person of Object 


3rd Person 


1st Person 


2nd Person 


sg 


plural 


dual 


sg 


plural 


dual 


sg 


plural 


dual 


3rd sg 

pl 
dual 


+'(g/ 
t)a- 


:gu 
tgu 
gnegu 


ki 
tki 
gki 


kek 
tkek 
gkek 


nga 
tnga 
gnga 


kut 
tkut 
gkut 


kuk 
tkuk 
gkuk 


ten 

tgen 

gten 


ci 

ceci 

gcli) 


tek 

cetek 

gtek 


Istsg 

pl 
dual 


+~(t)si 








ken 




None 




2ndsg 

pl 
dual 


+~(t)si 


u 

ciu 

tegu 


ki 

ciki 

tegki 


kek 

citkek 

tegkek 


a 

cia 

tegnga 


kut 

cikut 

tegkut 


kuk 

cikuk 

tegkpk 


None 


@+ce- 



multaneously"), precessive ("before"), concessive C'though"), 
contingent ("whenever"), consequential ("because"), and condi- 
tional ("if). An example of a contemporative verb is: 

piyua-qcaara-ller-ani 

walk-miriding.own.business-coNT. 1 -3s/s 

'while she was walking along, minding her own business.' 

Verbs in the subordinate mood express events concomitant 
with the event expressed by the main verb but may also be 
used independently. 

Elli-qar-lu=nu=gguq aya-lria 

put-V.briefly-suB-3s=and=HEARSAY leave-PART.iNTRANS 
* And after he placed it on, he went away.' 

Among the hundreds of postbases that can be used with verbs 
include -rrZ/warar- 'to bealittle bit V',-//m*past tense',-nnrarar- 
'to be almost V, -nrir- 'to stop V-ing', -h^naciar- 'to V late', -myag' 
'to not V enough', -^-^nirqe- 'to be pleasant to V, -nrite- 'to not 
V, -qainaurte- 'to be ready to V, -rraar- 'to V &st', -ssaag- 'to 
try to V, -^yuite 'to never V, -yunrite- 'to not want to V% 
and '^yunari- 'to be the proper time to V. Examples of verbs 
with postbases are given below with the postbase underlined: 

. . . tangerr- yuumii -na-ku tulukaru-cilleq, 
... see-not.care.to-suB-R/3s raven-worthless 
' ... (and so that girl) did not care to see that dirty rotten raven. ' 

angya-minun elli- qa-llini -k-ii 

bQat-3Rs/sp.ALL put.briefly-apparently-PART.TRANS-3s/3s 

'He apparently quickly placed it upon his boat.' 

Kitek tua-i tunu-mnun pi-yu g n g a-u-ten 

well then back- ls/3s. all do-able-iNTRANS.iNDic-2s 

'Well, you can get on my back.' 

Enclitics. Enclitics are phrasal affixes that occur after the in- 
flectional endings. Words in Yup'ik rarely have over 2 enclitics. 
The 13 enclitics in tiie language are ^am 'emphasis', =ggem 
'contrast or reservation', =gguq 'hearsay, reported speech', =/ 
'verbal pointer used to form exclamations from domonstrative ad- 
verb bases',=*i«'optative',=A^ 'I wonder*, =llqm 'I wish it weren't 



so',=/// *exclamative',=//M 'and',=/w/ 'on the other hand', =^aa 
'polar questions', =tuq 'I wish', and =wa/=gga 'answers ques- 
tions with a verb in the consequential mood'. 

Basic Syntax 

The basic word order in Yup'ik is SOV (Agent-Patient- Verb), 
but may vary for pragmatic purposes. The ergative/absolutive 
pattern permeates much of the nominal (possessive) and ver- 
bal system, but traces of accusativity may be found in clause 
combining strategies and by the pronominal suffixes of cer- 
tain moods. 

Negation is expressed by the postbases: -nrite- 'to not V, 
-peke- 'to not V, -taite- 'negative existential, not have', 
•\is)€iigate- 'to not be able to V, -ate- 'negates certain stative 
verbs', ':(ng)ite- 'to lack N or V, have no N or V, -llrunrite- 
'to not have V'ed', -yuite^ 'to never V, to habitually not V, 
-yunrite- 'to not want to V, to continue not to V, +-^yuumiite' 
*to not care to V, -^-^yuumiirarte' 'to no longer want to', and 
their combinations with other postb^^ses. 

Tangerr'Mumiit'a'mken, 
see-notcare/want-TRANS.iNDic- 1 s/2s 
'I do not care to see you.' 

Aya'Sciiga'na'ni. 

leave-not.able.to-suBORD-3s 

'It wasn't able to go (referring to an engine).' 

Kap'suuri'tait'lini'lrii-t. 

poke-device-not.have-apparently-PARTicip.iNTRANs-3p 
'They apparently have no quills. ' 

... camai-ar-peke-na-ku tuai ayag-lu-ni... 
... hello-say-NEG-suB-R/3s there leave-suB-3s 
'...he did not greet her but continued to go.' 

Cwnplement clauses usually precede main verbs. 
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